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PREFACE. 


In giving an account of the operations before Cawnpore 
by the troops under Major General Windham, when at- 
tacked by the Gwalior Contingent and other mutineers in 
November, 1857, my object is to endeavour to remove 
certain erroneous impressions, which appear to have been 
entertained respecting them. 

I imagine these impressions to have arisen from a want 
of knowledge of details, and I have therefore simply related 
the circumstances, as they came under my observation. 

JOHN AD YE,-' 

Lieut. Col. Royal Artillery. 
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CHAPTEB I. 


Preliminary remarks— The garrison of Lucknow— their critical position in 
November— Departure of the Commander-in-chief — The garrison of Cawn- 
pore— Description of the intrenchment— its defects— General Windham’s 
instructions — His active measures and preparations — The Gwalior Con- 
tingent — their previous inaction — Perilous position of Cawnpore — The Gwa- 
lior Contingent cross the Jumna about the middle of November — Detail of 
their position and numbers — Probability of their attacking Cawnpore— 

Increased exertions of General Windham — His garrison increased — His con- 
stant communications to tho chief of the staff at Lucknow — The three 
courses open to General Windham — 1. To attack the enemy in detail— 2. 

To take np a defensive position outside the city of Cawnpore — 3. To defend 
the intrenchment — Details of his views on all these three plans — The ad- 
vantages and objections considered — The canal scheme — Tho communica- 
tions with Lucknow interrupted — General Windham’s anxieties increase — 
nis uncertainty as to the safety of tho army at Lucknow — The threatening 
position of the Gwalior Contingent — The post at Bunnec Bridge surprised 
by tho Oude mutineers — A Madras regiment and two guns detached there — 

Arrival of a note from Lucknow concealed in a quill — Its important con- 
tents— Difficulty of complying with its instructions. 

Befoee entering int<5 a detail of the operations Beginning 

_ 1 November. 

carried' on under the orders of Major-General 
Windham, for the defence of Cawnpore, when at- 
tacked hy the mutineers of the Gwalior Contingent 
and other troops, it will be necessary to give a 
short account ’of the position of affairs, as they 
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existed on his taking the command, on the de- 
parture of the Commander-in-chief for the relief 
of Lucknow. 

The critical position of the garrison at the latter 
place at the beginning of November, with the 
many women, children, and wounded in the Kesi- 
deney, together with the limited supply of provi- 
sions, rendered their relief a matter of vital and 
pressing necessity. They were isolated, and sur- 
rounded by at least 50,000 of the Oude mutineers 
and rebels. Every other consideration therefore 
gave way for the moment to the prosecution of 
this important scheme. 

In order to insure success it became necessaiy to 
devote almost the whole of the available troops in 
that part of India for the purpose. The Com- 
mander-in-chief crossed the Ganges into Oude on 
the 9th of November, to assume command of the 
force engaged in this difficult operation, leaving 
Nov. 9. General Windham to guard Cawnpore. The gar- 
rison left for the latter consisted of the following* 


, . n „ . Total about 

Infantry j 4 Com P auics of the 64th Eegt, and V 

1 small detachments of other Regts, j " 450 
Seamen 


These, with a few convalescent artillerymen, made 
up the strength to rather more than 500 men.* 
It will be evident, by consulting a map of the 


A held battery of four guns was hastily organized, manned by a 
bir Pean SUnnerS ' The ^ ns dmwn hy Commissariat 
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country, that the safety of the position at Cawn- 
pore now became a matter of the highest import- 
ance. It was to this point that tlio Commander- 
in-chief would return with the relieved garrison of 
Lucknow, and with all the women, children, and 
wounded. The intrenchment contained numerous 
guns, and a large proportion of ammunition, stores, 
provisions, &c. The preservation of the city also 
was of importance, as the inhabitants furnished 
supplies, saddlery, and other articles of use to the 
army. 

The intrenchment at Cawnpore, on the right 
bank of the Ganges, had been commenced during 
the previous summer — (vide rough plan). It was 
an earthwork, and had been hurriedly constructed 
at a time of great pressure ; was limited in extent, 
and unfinished ; that part towards the canal being 
merely closed by a stockade, and, in fact, it could 
only bo considered as an indifferent tete-de-pont, 
covering the bridge, which was thrown at that 
point over the Ganges. It is probable that its site 
was determined by the fact of that part of the 
river being the most convenient position for the 
bridge of boats, but one disadvantage was, that 
the ground round it, although flat, was encumber- 
ed with numerous houses, gardens, walls, &c., 
moreover, the old native city of Cawnpore, with 
its narrow streets, was only a few hundred yards 
distant; consequently an enemy might (if the 
city were not defended) approach even with artil- 
lery, under cover, to within easy musket-range of 
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the works. It will therefore be seen that the in- 
trenchment, although its safety was of such high 
importance, was one which it would be difficult to 
defend if seriously attacked. Some improve- 
ments were made to it by throwing up one or 
two outworks, but its principal defects could not 
altogether be remedied. 

The instructions given to General Windham 
were to the following general effect. 

His attention was called to the necessity of. im- 
proving the defences. 

He was directed to watch carefully the move- 
ments of the Gwalior force, which, it was supposed, 
would arrive at Calpee on the 9th of November. 
If this force should show a real intention of cross- 
ing the Jumna, the General was to use his discre- 
tion as to calling up the Futtepore garrison to 
reinforce Cawnpore ; but this was only to be as a 
last resource ; and in that case an intermediate 
post, between Allahabad and Cawnpore, was to be 
formed at Sohunda, the terminus of the railway, by 
troops from Allahabad. 

If positive information should be received of the 
movements of the Gwalior force, General Wind- 
ham was to make as great a show as he could of 
the troops he might have at Cawnpore, by en- 
camping them conspicuously outside, leaving a 
sufficient guard in the intrenchment, and looking 
well to his line of retreat. 

General Windham was directed not to move out 
to attack, unless compelled to do so by circum- 
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stances, to save the bombardment of the intrench- 
ment. 

For the present the garrison at Cawnpore was 
to consist of about 500 men. The detachments of 
British infantry, as they arrived up country, were 
to be sent into Oude, by wings of regiments, unless 
the General should be seriously threatened ; but in 
the latter case he was to take the orders of the 
Commander-in-chief. 

The General was to be allowed to retain the 
Madras Brigade on its arrival on the 10th of No- 
vember, for a few days, until the intentions of the 
Gwalior Contingent became developed. The 
strength of the Brigade was about 450 native 
troops, with six * field guns. 

In addition to the instructions, it was intimated 
to the General that it might be necessary (in the 
event of operations at Lucknow not proving suc- 
cessful) for him to come to the support of the Com- 
mander-in-chief. 


General Windham, on assuming the command, at 
once took active measures to place the intrench- 
ment in as complete a state of defence as possible. 
The works were extended and strengthened ; the 
glacis was partially cleared ; houses were blown 
down : 2000 coolies a day (including women and 
children) were employed in these duties, under the 
superintendence of Major M‘ Leod, Bengal En- 

* Four of these were light six-pounders, manned by natives and 
drawn by bullocks, the other two were uine-pounders, horsed. 
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gineers. The number of guns mounted on the 
works was increased ; but the deficiency was more 
in gunners than in guns. 

These preparations were not uncalled for. No 
sooner had the Commander-in-chief left Cawnpore 
with the main body of the army, than the Gwalior 
Contingent, hitherto inactive at Calpee and Ja- 
loun, began to show signs of life and to threaten 
an attack. 

The Gwalior Contingent was known to be a well- 
disciplined dangerous body, complete in itself, with 
infantry, cavalry, and artillery; the men of the 
latter skilful, well drilled, and with a powerful 
siege train, their guns amounting in all to about 
40 pieces, with 20,000 rounds of ammunition. Its 
movements had already excited anxiety; the in- 
fluence of the Maharajah Scindiah had hitherto 
been successfully exerted in keeping this, his mu- 
tinous army, in a state of inaction. They had 
thus been prevented from swelling the ranks of the 
mutineers at Delhi, or from attacking Agra, but at 
the time now alluded to, they were at Jaloun and 
Calpee ; the latter about 40 miles distant south- 
west of Cawnpore. 

Cawnpore, with a whole rebel province in arms 
on one side ; with a compact body of mutineers 
only a few marches off on the other, was, as will 
be seen, therefore, in a position of no ordinary 
peril ; even its communications with the rear, by 
the Grand Trunk Road, were precarious and inse- 
cure ; not many days had elapsed since a detach- 
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ment, under the late Col. Powell of the 53rd 
Regiment, had met a force of the enemy near 
Bindkee in rear of Cawnpore. 

About the middle of November the Gwalior 
Contingent,* although their movements were for 
some time uncertain and timid, gradually crossed 
the J umna with their guns (both siege and field), 
and advanced parts of their force to Bognepore, 
thonce on to Akbarpore, Shewlie, and Shirajpore. 
Their numbers at each place varied from day to 
day, and gradually increased, but on the 19th of 
November, were reported to be about as follows : — 


At Calpee . . 

. . 3000 men 

. . 20 guns 

Bognepore 

.. 1200 „ 

•• 4 „ 

Akbarpore 

.. 2000 „ 

• • 6 » 

Shewlie . . 

.. 2000 „ 

.. 4 „ 

Shirajpore 

.. 1000 „ 

• • 4 „ 


and the remainder, with their reserves and trea- 
sure, at Jaloun.f 

They thus formed a segment of a circle, as it 
were, round Cawnpore, closing the country and 
depriving that place of many supplies which had 
hitherto come in. 

These preparations seemed to indicate an inten- 
tion of attacking Cawnpore, but many officers of 
Indian experience thought differently, and were 


* In speaking of the enemy as the “ Gwalior Contingent,” it is to 
be understood, that tlieir chief force was composed of that body j but 
tbey were doubtless joined by many other mutineers, both before and 
after crossing tiie river Jumna. 

t Vide outline plan of the country round Cawnpore. 


Middle of No- 
vember. 


Nov. 19. 
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of opinion that the enemy intended to avoid fight- 
ing, and were anxious gradually to cross our front 
and to get into Oude, where they would have 
swelled the numbers already in arms in that 
country. The,Commander-in-chief himself, in his 
dispatch of the 2nd of December, concludes by 
saying, “All the previous reports had declared 
that there was but little chance of the Gwalior 
Contingent approaching Cawnpore.” This was 
very possible, but General Windham, who, by 
means of spies, received constant intelligence of 
these movements of the enemy, although he was, 
to some extent, influenced by the opinions of 
others, still felt he must be prepared to consider 
these measures as the possible prelude of a con- 
centrated attack upon his position. In fact, it was 
manifest that, if the enemy had any knowledge of 
military combinations, the very proper time for 
attacking Cawnpore from Calpee was, when the 
main body of the British army was withdrawn 
and engaged in a most serious operation 50 miles 
off in the opposite quarter. 

Accordingly General Windham’s exertions in- 
creased. He communicated constantly with the 
chief of the staff; he represented the insufficiency 
of his force to protect the city if attacked, and 
asked and obtained leave, about the 14th of No- 
vember, to be allowed to detain detachments, 
instead of forwarding them to Lucknow;* by 


* Previously to the 14th of November, all detachments arriving at 
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which, means his garrison was gradually increased 
from 500, until on the 26th of November, when 
the first action was fought, he had about 1400 
bayonets in the field, besides those left in the 
works (say in all about 1700 men*). He also 
wrote to the various oflScers and detachments who 
were on the march up the Trunk Road, desiring 
them to use all dispatch in joining him. 

With the prospect of an increased force, Ge- 
neral Windham’s plans naturally became en- 
larged, and there seemed to be three courses open 
to him. 

One, was to take out all his available troops 
(leaving sufficient to guard the intrenchment) and 
to attack and defeat the enemy in the open field, 
at one or more of their positions, and thus, if pos- 
sible, beat them in detail before they could con- 
centrate, returning of course at once to Cawnpore, 
when he had struck the blow. There might be a 
certain amount of risk in this, but it was doubt- 
less the true strategy, if the strength of his force 
at all warranted certainty of success : to destroy 
an enemy in detail is manifestly one of the best 
chances for a small force against a vastly superior 
one. At the same time, in the present case, the 
primary consideration of course was the safety of 
the base of operations. On looking at the outline 

* 

Cawnpore had been sent on to Lucknow, and even as late as the 10th 
of November, a force of upwards of 300 men was sent to Alumbagh 
to escort ammunition, Ac. 

* This is exclusive of sick. 
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map, it will be perceived that Shewlie and Shiraj- 
pore, two positions of the enemy , were only about 
15 miles from Cawnpore, whereas the main body 
of the mutineers was in the direction of Akbarpore 
and Bognepore, more than 25 miles off. To at- 
tack one or both of the former seemed to be very 
feasible, especially if it could be done by surprise ; 
as in the event even of the main body of the 
enemy advancing, the General would have re- 
turned in time to defend his base. From Cawn- 
pore runs the Ganges Canal, passing northwards, 
and a few miles distant between Shewlie and 
Shirajpore. The General conceived the idea, that 
if he were suddenly some Dight to transport about 
1200 men along this canal, by means of its boats, 
and land them at daylight at a point on the road 
immediately between these two places, taking his 
field guns along the towing path, he would bo 
able, with his troops quite fresh, to fall upon 
either of these two forces, as might appear from 
his latest intelligence most advisable, returning, 
as I have said, immediately after the battle. 

For the prosecution of this idea he quietly as- 
sembled the boats near Cawnpore, and ascertained 
that they would readily contain the force re- 
quired. The towing path was reconnoitred and 
found practicable for artillery : beyond Cawnpore 
there were no locks, and nothing therefore to cause 
delay. Even if the enemy should discover the 
plan during its progress, the troops could have 
landed at once without difficulty or confusion at 
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any point. This plan was accordingly forwarded 
(about the 17th of November) to the Commander- 
in-chief, who was deeply engaged at the time in 
his operations at Lucknow, and authority was re- 
quested for its being executed. No direct reply 
was received, but the chief of the staff, in writing 
to Captain Bruce (the officer at the head of the 
intelligence department at Cawnpore), sent a mes- 
sage to General Windham, intimating that he 
should receive instructions. 

Unfortunately after this answer (received 19th of Not m. 
November) the roads to Lucknow became closed : 
the communications interrupted by the enemy, 
and General Windham’s letters after that date 
failed to reach the Commander-in-chief) nor did 
he for several days hear again from Lucknow. 

The second of the three courses open to General 
Windham was to take up some position with his 
main body outside the town, and in case of attack 
endeavour, if possible, to save it from pillage and 
destruction : he accordingly reconnoitred the en- 
virons with that view. Outside the town, and 
close to the walls and gardens which surround it, 
exist a number of high mounds, being old brick- 
kilns : these seemed to afford the desired means of 
defence. From their summits a good view was 
obtained over the surrounding country ; by a little 
labour good cover could be found there for in- 
fantry ; and even light field guns be mounted here 
and there in commanding positions. This scheme 
was also made known to head quarters. 
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The third course, and one that seemed contem- 
plated by the original instructions, was to retire 
within the works, and hold them until the return 
of the army from Lucknow. The inevitable de- 
fects of the intrenchment have been already ad- 
verted to ; besides, if the enemy were to attack, it 
became evident that, with heavy guns planted on 
the river’s banks, they would be able to fire upon 
the bridge, the safety of which was so essential in 
every respect ; and owing to the inequalities of the 
ground near the river, and the manner in which 
it was covered with houses and gardens, especially 
on the north side, there were some parts where 
the enemy could place their guns so as to batter 
the bridge, whilst they were themselves under 
shelter from the fire of the fort. Other points, too, 
were to be considered in abandoning the city, 
and merely confining the defence to the intrench- 
ment ; namely, that the army, which had gone to 
Lucknow, had left a certain amount of its baggage 
and stores in Bungalows, outside. There were 
also some houses which General Windham had 
prepared for the ladies, children, wounded, &c., 
shortly expected from Lucknow, all of which would, 
in that case, be given up to the enemy. The in- 
trenchment was already crowded with stores and 
Nov. 20 . ammunition, &c. We may be considered to have 
arrived at about the 20th of November. 

General Windham’s anxieties now became very 
great on several accounts. The Gwalior Contin- 
gent were all round him in detached bodies, each 
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within an easy march. In the mean time all com- 
munication from Lucknow suddenly ceased. The 
accounts up to the 19th of November had stated 
that access to the Residency had been gained after 
a succession of fights, and that the women and 
children might daily be expected. General Wind- 
ham was aware, also, that there was some intention 
of attacking a very strong position of the enemj r 
in the “ Kaiser Bagh,” at Lucknow. Suddenly, 
as has been said, all communication ceased. Each 
day he expected to see the advanced guard of the 
army returning from Lucknow with their precious 
convoy. Every hour he looked anxiously for let- 
ters, but none came ; not even from Alumbagh. 
The road from Cawnpore to Alumbagh had hither- 
to been kept open by bodies of armed native police, 
stationed at various posts along the road; no 
troops being available for the purpose. On the 
22nd of November intelligence was brought in, 
that a strong body of those police had heen sur- 
prised and defeated, by the enemy, at the bridge of 
Bunnee, about 30 miles from Cawnpore on the 
Lucknow road. This was unfortunate, as it 
alarmed the men at the other stations, and ren- 
dered the chance of communication more remote. 
The General, however, feeling the importance of 
opening up the road (as possibly the army in 
Lucknow might be in difficulty), notwithstanding 
the small force at his command, immediately de- 
tached the Madras native regiment (already 
alluded to) with the two nine-pounder guns, to 


Not. 22. 
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proceed to Bunnee, with orders to hold the post, 
intrench, and communicate if possible with Alum- 
, bagh. 

Nov. 23 . On the 23rd of November a fresh cause of anx- 
iety was added. A native arrived from Lucknow 
with a small note rolled up and concealed in a 
quill ; one of the means by which the beleaguered 
garrison had frequently communicated with their 
friends outside. This note was dated 22nd of 
November, and was from a commissariat officer, 
with the Commander-in-chief’s force, to a brother 
officer in the same department at Cawnpore. It 
stated, that the writer was desired to request that 
ten days’ provisions for the whole force might at 
once be sent to Lucknow ; that matters were get- 
ting complicated there. The note also desired that 
50 rupees (£5) might be given to the bearer on its 
safe delivery, and added that the writer could give 
no opinion on military matters. This was a re- 
markable and an interesting document at that 
moment. It seemed singular that ten days’ pro- 
visions should be asked for. It rather looked as 
if the Commander-in-chief’s force were hemmed 
in, more especially as still no communication ar- 
rived from himself. Further, there was this great 
difficulty, that to send ten days’ provisions would 
require an escort, which the General could ill 
spare, and would take away, moreover, almost all 
the transport of his small force, which would, in 
that case, bo totally incapable of moving if re- 
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quired. Preparations, however, were made for 
sending the provisions as desired. 

It will be clear, that wliilst on the Lucknow 
side there was cause for anxiety, on the other 
there were the symptoms of a coming storm. On 
the one hand, General Windham knew not what 
difficulties might be encompassing the Commander- 
in-chief ; on the other, he was momentarily threat- 
ened by an overwhelming attack. It was a mo- 
ment of great anxiety, but fortunately the man 
was there whose spirit was equal to the occasion. 
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CHAPTER II. 


24th of November — Mutineers from Oude cross the Ganges and join the 
Gwalior Contingent — General "Windham advances to the canal — The reasons 
for this movement— Advance of the main body of the Gwalior Contingent — 
their leading division on the Pandoo Nuddy — The canal scheme abandoned 
— General Windham determines to fight the enemy on the Pandoo Nuildy — 
The reconnaissance — 28th of November our troopB advance— The order of 
battle— Stout resistance of the enemy — Their strong position captured— 
Three guns taken— General Windham retires to Cawnpore — receives a note 
from Lucknow. 

Nov. 24 . The morning of the 24th arrived, and still no 
letter. The reports of the spies now gaye notice 
that, instead of the Gwalior Contingent crossing 
into Oude, as many had supposed they intended, 
mutineers from Oude were stated as crossing at 
different Ghats of the river with guns, and thus 
swelling the ranks of the Gwalior force. The 
crisis was evidently at hand, and immediate action 
became necessary. 

General Windham, whose force was now almost 
daily augmenting, had hitherto had his main body 
encamped by the sanction of the Commander-in- 
chief outside the city, and close to the point of 
junction of the Delhi and Calpee roads. Expect- 
ing at any moment a message from Lucknow, and 
hoping it might bring authority for his carrying 
out the canal scheme, he decided, on the 24th, on 
advancing his camp close to the bridge by which 
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the Calpee road crosses the canal. This might 
appear at first sight a rash move ; but, in the first 
place, the canal served as a wide wet ditch along 
his whole front, and he kept a vigilant eye on the 
movements of the enemy on his flank, and pa- 
trolled all the roads incessantly, in case they 
should attempt to get round his rear ; and he was 
thus placed in a position by which, although ap- 
parently showing an intention of advancing to- 
wards Calpee, he could in a few hours draw the 
canal boats to the spot, and carry out his inten- 
tions on Shewlie or Shirajpore. 

Four companies of the 64th Regiment and a 
small force of artillery were left in the intrench- 
ment. The 25th came, still no letter from Luck- Not. 26. 
now. The Gwalior Contingent, however, now be- 
gan to assume the offensive, and to move rapidly 
to carry out their views. Accordingly, the spies 
reported the advance of their main body from 
Akbarpore to Suclionlee, and that their leading 
division was on the Pandoo river, only three miles 
from General Windham’s camp. The canal scheme 
was now of course entirely abandoned. With the 
main body of the enemy so close, no move could 
now be made against the detached forces, more 
distant on the flank. But the General, feeling that 
to allow the enemy thus unopposed to approach 
so closely, was to give increased boldness to their 
movements, and knowing that with all armies 
there is an advantage with the attacking party 
(more especially in the case of Native Troops), 
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determined, boldly, to make a dash at their lead- 
ing division, on the Pandoo Nuddy, if he should 
find them still bent on advancing; to strike as 
hard a blow as possible, and then at once to re- 
turn, stand upon the defensive, and cover his base. 
not. 26 . Before daylight, accordingly, on the 26th of No- 
vember, the troops were under arms, the baggage 
and camp equipage packed and sent to the rear, 
and the General, with his staff and ten men of the 
9th Lancers, and the Sowars* at his disposal, 
went forward to reconnoitre. On approaching the 
Pandoo Nuddy, the enemy were found in con- 
siderable numbers, and the clouds of dust be- 
trayed the movement of troops. They could be 
distinguished, dressed in their scarlet uniforms. 
Finding them in motion, orders were sent back 
for our force to advance. It amounted to about 
1200 bayonets,! composed of the 34th Regiment, 
and parts of the 82nd and 88th Regiments, and 2nd 
battalion of Rifle Brigade with eight guns, four 
of which were nine-pounders (drawn by bullocks, 
manned by a few Royal Artillery and Bengal 
Gunners, and partly by Seikhs); the other four 
guns were light six-pounders, also drawn by bul- 
locks, and manned by Madras Native Gunners. 

The British troops advanced cheerfully to the 
attack. On approaching the enemy's position, the 
mutineers at once opened fire, and it was evident 

* Sowars are native troopers. 

t This total is exclusive of strong baggage guards, and also of a de- 
tachment which was left to guard the canal bridge. 
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that their guns were of large calibre, and, as far as 
could be judged, there were about six in action. 
The battle, on the part of the British, began with 
the companies of the Bifle Brigade. These ad- 
mirable troops at once advanced in skirmishing 
order on the right of the road. The country was 
a good deal encumbered with high standing com, 
topes of trees, walls, &c. The Rifles were followed 
by the 88th Connaught Rangers, and the four light 
guns. The extreme right was covered by the 
Sowars. The 34th Regiment advanced at the same 
time on the left of the road ; one wing in skirm- 
ishing order ; the other in support with the four 
nine-pounder guns. The 82nd Regiment was held 
in reserve in column. Notwithstanding that our 
troops pressed eagerly forward to the attack, the 
enemy, who were about 3000 * in number, and 
strongly posted on the other side of the almost 
dry bed of the Pandoo Nuddy, held their ground 
for some time, and poured in several rounds of 
grape as we neared them. The extreme left of the 
l in e of skirmishers was charged by a body of the 
enemy’s cavalry, but they were received by a 
volley from part of the 34th Regiment (which had 
formed square), and were driven away with loss. 
The troops then advanced with a rush, cheering as 
they went, passed rapidly across the bed of the 
river, and the position was won. The enemy fled 
precipitately, leaving two iron eight-inch How- 


* 2500 infantry, 500 cavalry. 
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itzers, one six-pounder gun, and some ammuni- 
tion waggons on the ground. They were followed 
for some distance through a small village, and 
their defeat completed by the fire of our artillery. 
General Windham, having halted for some time to 
rest his troops, withdrew, as he had intended, to a 
position in front of Cawnpore, taking his captured 
guns with him. He had observed, however, from a 
height beyond the village, that the main body of 
the enemy were not far distant, and their boldness 
in following up the British force a3 it retired 
showing plainly that, in spite of their defeat, they 
still had confidence in their overwhelming num- 
bers and powerful artillery. The loss on our side 
was rather severe, considering the rapidity with 
which the attack had been made. It was as 
follows : 

Killed 1 Officer . , 13 men. 

Wounded 6 Officers . . 73 men. 

6 86 
Total casualties . . 92 

The troops returned to Cawnpore in excellent 
spirits, after their successful attack, and General 
Windham at length received his long-desired let- 
ter from Lucknow. It 'was a short note from the 
chief of the staff, to the effect that all was well 
with the army, and that they were coining back at 
once to Cawnpore. 
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CHAPTER III. 


Morning of the 27th — Position of General Windham's troops — Difficulty of 
gaining information — At 10 a. m. the enemy commences a combined at- 
tack on the front and right flank — Disposition of our troops to meet them — 
Hard fighting in front — Powerful artillery of the mutineers — General Wind- 
ham’s force retires gradually to the brick-kilns — The enemy appear in the 
left front — The camp followers desert — The enemy get into the city in our 
rear— Retirement of our whole force into the Fort — Remarks on the oper- 
ations. 

In taking up a position on the afternoon of the 
26th, it was General Windham’s object, if possible, 
to coyer the city and save it from pillage, and also 
to guard against any injury to the bridge over the 
Ganges. It was evident that, having regard to the 
probable movements of the enemy, neither of the 
two original places of encampment was now ad- 
visable. Both were too distant from the city, and 
left the flank exposed to danger. The camp was 
accordingly pitched on open ground, outside the 
town, across the Calpee road, immediately in 
front of the brick-kilns already alluded to. # There 
were several topes of trees near the camp, but it 
was in as open and free a space as could be found, 
considering the restricted choice which the cir- 
cumstances allowed. The morrow might certain- 
ly find the troops engaged in a fresh contest, but 


* See plan of battle of the 27th of Nov. 
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it was the general opinion (and it would seem a 
reasonable one) that the advance of the enemy 
would have been, to a certain degree, checked by 
the blow they had received on the 26th. On the 
morning of the 27th, before daylight, the troops 
were under arms as usual. The mutineers from 
Suchoulee were stated not to have crossed the 
canal in force, and their artillery was still on the 
other side of it. It was, however, difficult now to 
get accurate information. The spies feared to 
venture out : several during the previous days had 
returned horribly maimed, with their arms, ears, 
and noses cut off. There was no cavalry to per- 
form outpost duty and bring in intelligence. The 
troops remained in camp ready to move as required. 
Two 24-pounder guns, manned by seamen of the 
“ Shannon,” and drawn by bullocks, were added to 
the artillery force. With an attack uncertain, and 
wishing to avoid creating unnecessary alarm 
among the inhabitants of the city, the General 
did not strike his camp. About ten o’clock a. m., 
as General Windham was reconnoitring from the 
top of a house on the outskirts of the village of 
Scesambow, a cannonade suddenly commenced on 
our right flank. Almost simultaneously a heavy 
fire of artillery was also heard in front. The ene- 
my were evidently threatening on various points, 
and they at once commenced a serious attack on 
these two. The arrangements for meeting both 
are thus described in the despatch of the action. 

“ The heavy fighting in front, at the point of 
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junction of the Calpce and Delhi roads, fell more 
especially upon the Rifle Brigade, ably command- 
ed by Colonel Walpole, who was supported by 
the 88th Regiment and four guns (two nino- 
pounders, and two 24-poundcrs, Howitzers), under 
Captain D. S. Greene, Royal Artillery, and two 
24-pounder guns manned by seamen of tho ‘ Shan- 
non,’ under Lieutenant Hay, R. N., who was twice 
wounded.” 

###$**#* 

Again — 

“ The flank attack was well met and resisted, 
for a considerable time, by the 34th Regiment un- 
der Lieutenant Colonel Kelly, and the Madras 
Battery under Lieutenant Chamier, together with 
that part of the 82nd Regiment which was detach- 
ed in this direction under Lieutenant Colonel 
Watson.” 

The remainder of the 82rid were placed near a 
wood on the right front, and thus completed the 
cordon of defence round the city, as far as the 
limited number of troops allowed. The position 
of these troops, and also of the enemy, is indicated 
in the accompanying rough plan of Cawnpore. 

Conceiving that probably the flank attack would 
prove the more serious of the two (the fort being 
more accessible from that point), General Wind- 
ham, in the first instance, proceeded there in per- 
son, sending orders to Colonel Walpole to hold on 
in front as long as possible. It will be perceived 
that two almost distinct battles were being fought 
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at tlie same time. Our force at each point did not 
probably exceed 600 bayonets. 

General Windham on his return to the front, 
after the lapse of about an hour, found matters 
there ■were serious. The attack of the enemy was 
vigorous, their fire of artillery rapid and well di- 
rected. Their guns were evidently far superior in 
number, and also in calibre. On our side the four 
nine-pounder guns were well worked; the two 
24-pounders, which were on the road, kept up 
a heavy cannonade ; the enemy, however, at 
length not only poured in a continued direct fire, 
but opened a flank one from guns placed along 
the Delhi road. One of the naval guns was turn- 
ed in that direction to oppose them, but it was 
evident that, in spite of the resistance offered by 
the Rifles and Artillery, the fight was unequal ; the 
ammunition began to fail ; the bullock drivers be- 
gan to desert; and it became necessary to fall 
back gradually ; the naval guns, owing to their 
great weight, and the desertion of the bullock 
drivers, being with difficulty brought back. In 
order to reinforce his troops so severely engaged 
in front, General Windham withdrew for their 
support part of those who were less pressed on 
the flank. A body of the enemy, however, now ap- 
peared on the left front near the canal. Their num- 
bers on all sides were evidently overwhelming. 

To this new point of attack two companies of 
the 64th Regiment (withdrawn from the fort) were 
posted by the General himself. The fight had 
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already lasted several hours, and betrayed no 
signs of abatement. The enemy gradually ad- 
vanced their artillery, but showed no disposition 
to bring their infantry to close quarters. The 
British troops steadily fell back on the brick-kilns, 
covered by the Rifles, and the fire of the nine- 
pounder guns. 

It seemed now that there was every probability 
that the position could be held. It was the very 
one originally intended by the General ; his camp 
was close under his control, and the enemy dared 
not touch it. At an early period of the action, 
orders had been given to strike the camp, and 
send it with the baggage to the rear, but the 
camp followers, with their elephants, camels, &c., 
had fled, and the order could therefore only par- 
tially be obeyed. It was about 5 o’clock: the 
troops, sheltered by the brick-kilns, suffered but 
little from the enemy’s fire. 

General Windham, knowing that, in order to 
meet the severe engagement in his front, he had 
materially diminished the force originally detach- 
ed to protect the flank, became now naturally very 
anxious to assure himself of the safety of the fort. 

Part of the 88th Regiment had already been 
sent back to guard the Bithoor road, and on their 
passage through the town for that purpose, had 
encountered and bayonetted a certain number of 
the mutineers, who had probably found their way 
into the streets by making a circuit through the 
enclosures on the river’s banks. A staff-officer 
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was now sent back to ascertain and report on the 
state of affairs at the Fort, and to order up more 
amm u nit ion. At length the General, finding that 
his position in front was tolerably secure, left 
General Dupuis, of the Royal Artillery, in com- 
mand of the main body, with orders to hold on to 
the line of brick-kilns, whilst he himself galloped 
back to inspect personally the condition of mat- 
ters at the intrenchment, and on the right flank. 

He had not proceeded far before he met the 
staff-officer returning, who stated that the mu- 
tineers were in possession of the lower portion of 
the city ; that they had just fired a volley in his 
face; and that they were attacking the Fort! 
Among the many trying moments of that trying 
day, this was probably the most critical. It so 
happened, that at this very time a detachment of 
the Rifle Brigade, which by forced marches had 
just arrived from Futtepore, were on the spot: 
General Windham, placing himself at their head, 
led them through the streets at a rapid pace, and 
the mutineers fled precipitately. Orders were in 
the mean time sent to General Dupuis to withdraw 
the whole force from the line of brick-kilns. This 
had become necessary, not from any pressure in 
front, but from the fact of the enemy having been 
found in the city a second time, it was clear that 
the main body of our troops was holding a posi- 
tion where they were liable to be cut off from 
their base. The enemy did not press our troops 
in their retreat to the intrenchment, which was 
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made with perfect order, and not a man was lost 
in the operation. 

Various criticisms have been passed upon the 
conduct of operations on this eventful day. It is 
not necessary to notice them here, as it is con- 
ceived that a plain statement of facts will be the 
best reply. It will be evident that the success of 
the enemy, although they fought well, especially 
with their artillery, was due rather to their im- 
mense superiority in numbers of men and guns, 
than to any other cause. General Windham con- 
sidered it his duty to endeavour to save the city 
from pillage, but his numbers proved inadequate 
to cover so extended a front. No sooner were the 
enemy beaten back at one point, than they ap- 
peared in force at another. One or two minor 
errors were committed in the transmission of, and 
carrying out, his orders, but they did not probably 
materially affect the result. 

The number of the enemy were stated in the 
Commander-in-chief’s despatch of the 10th of De- 
cember as amounting to about 25,000 men, and 
they had in all about 50 guns, of which 37 were 
eventually captured. The force under General 
Windham, including those in the Fort, amounted 
to about 1700 effective bayonets, and he had ten 
guns. It should also be borne in mind that his 
force, small as it was, was composed of detach- 
ments of various regiments, which had been ra- 
pidly pushed up the country, and had never 
hitherto acted together. He had no cavalry worth 
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speaking of. His artillery, although he gave great 
credit to the officers and men who worked the 
guns, consisted of 10 pieces,* drawn by bullocks, 
manned by men of different nations, and therefore 
he laboured under great disadvantages in this 
respect, opposed to an enemy who were so numer- 
ous and efficient in this arm, and who had, more- 
over, several horsed batteries. Speaking of his 
retreat, his dispatch says, ‘ ‘ In retiring within the 
intrenchments, I followed the general instructions 
issued to me by your Excellency, conveyed through 
the chief of the staff ; namely, to preserve the 
safety of the bridge over the Ganges, and my 
communications with your force, so severely en- 
gaged in the important operation of the relief of 
Lucknow. As far as possible I strictly adhered to 
the defensive.” 

8 field guns. 

2 24-pounder guns. 


Total 10. 
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CHAPTER IV. 


Night of the 27th — Proposed night attack, negatived — Arrangements for the 
28th of November — The enemy again attack furiously both on the left and 
right fronts— A complete victory gained by our troops on the left— Two 
guns captured— Gallant conduct of the 64th Regiment on the right — their 
heavy loss — Obstinate fight of Brigadier Carthew — he retires at sunset — 

Return of the army from Lucknow— The enemy attack again on the 29th — 

The bridge over the Ganges struck with shot — The British force from 
Lucknow crosses the Ganges— Defeat of the Gwalior Contingent on the 6th 
of December — Conclusion. 

The night of the 27th was an anxious one, and 
was passed by the General and the superior officers 
chiefly in deliberation. The dispatch thus alludes 
to the subject, and also explains clearly the ar- 
rangements made for the following day. 

“After falling back to the Fort, I assembled 
the superior officers on the evening of the 27th, 
and proposed a night attack, should I be able to 
receive reliable information as to where the enemy 
had assembled his artillery. As, however, I could 
obtain none (or, at all events, none that was satis- 
factory) I decided, 

“Firstly, That on the following day, Colonel Nov. sb. 
Walpole, Rifle Brigade, should have the defence 
of the advanced portion of the town on the left 
side of the canal, standing with your back to the 
Ganges. The details of the force upon this point 
were as follows : 

“ Five companies of the Eifle Brigade under Lieutenant 
Colonel "Woodford. 
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“Two companies of tlie 82nd Eegiment under Lieutenant 
Colonel Watson. 

< two 9-pounders j under Captain 

our guns 24-pounders, Howitzers ] Greene, E. A. 

(“ Two of these guns were manned by Madras Gunners, and 
two by Seikhs.) 

“ Secondly, That Brigadier N. Wilson, with the 
64th Regiment, was to hold the Fort and establish 
a strong picket at the Baptist Chapel on the ex- 
treme right. 

“ Thirdly, That Brigadier Carthew, with the 
34th Regiment under Lieutenant Colonel Kelly, 
and four Madras guns, should hold the Bithoor 
Road. 

“Fourthly, That, with the 88th Regiment un- 
der Lieutenant Colonel Maxwell, I should defend 
the portion of the town nearest the Granges, on the 
left of the canal, and support Colonel Walpole if 
required.” * 

As had been anticipated, the enemy again at- 
tacked our position on the 28th. They evidently 
knew the value of time, and were anxious, if pos- 
sible, to drive the Cawnpore force into the Ganges 
before- succour could arrive from the army at 
Lucknow. Had they succeeded, the position of 
the Commander-in-chief, with the women, children, 
wounded, and treasure, would have been critical. 

In the arrangements made by General Wind- 
ham for the 28th, the great object was to keep the 
enemy as far as possible from the works, and to 

• * These dispositions will be rendered clear by consulting the plan 
of Cawnpore. 
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prevent their flanking the bridge. It will be seen 
that the greater part of the troops, accordingly, 
were posted outside and considerably in advance. 
Two separate and very severe engagements were 
again fought, on this day, commencing about ten 
. o’clock, A. m. ; one on the left front, near the “ Old 
Dragoon Lines;” the other on the right, beyond 
the Baptist Chapel. The former resulted in a com- 
plete victory, and is thus described in the despatch. 

“ On the left advance, Colonel Walpole, with 
the Rifles, supported by Captain Greene’s battery, 
and part of the 82nd Regiment, achieved a com- 
plete victory over the enemy, and captured two 
18-pounder guns. The glory of this well-contested 
fight belongs entirely to the above-named com- 
panies and artillery. It was owing to the gal- 
lantry of the men and officers, under the able 
leading of Colonel Walpole, and of my lamented 
relation, Lieutenant Colonel Woodford of the Rifle 
Brigade (who I deeply regret to say was killed), 
and of Lieutenant Colonel Watson, 82nd, and of 
Captain Greene, Royal Artillery, that this hard- 
contested fight was won and brought to so profit- 
able an end. I had nothing to do with it, beyond 
sending them supports, and at the end of bringing 
some up myself.” 

The enemy were quite beaten off in this quarter. 
Their attack on the right, which was simultaneous 
with the other, was evidently made in immense 
force, and the ground afforded them great advan- 
tages. Soon after its commencement, a most de- 
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termined and gallant attempt was made by part 
of the 64th Regiment to capture the enemy’s guns. 
The dispatch relating to it says, “ Brigadier 
Wilson thought proper, prompted by zeal for the 
service, to lead his regiment against four guns, 
placed in front of Brigadier Carthew. In this 
daring exploit, I regret to say, he lost his life, 
together with several valuable and able officers. 
Major F. Stirling, 64th Regiment, was killed in 
spiking one of the guns, as was also that fine 
gallant young man Captain R. C. M'Crea, 64th 
Regiment, who acted as Deputy Assistant Quarter 
Master General to the force here. Captain W. 
Morphey, 64th Regiment (the Brigade Major), also 
fell at the same time. Our numbers were not suf- 
ficient to enable us to carry off the guns.” — After 
this attempt the enemy continued to press heavily 
in this quarter, and the position of the force under 
Brigadier Carthew, isolated and in advance of the 
Assembly Rooms, surrounded by walls and houses, 
behind which the enemy found shelter, was a diffi- 
cult and a perilous one to maintain. Neverthe- 
less, it was most gallantly held until nightfall: 
the 34th Regiment alone losing 

3 officers killed, 

7 officers wounded, 
and 44 men killed and wounded. 

There were also fifteen casualties among the Ma- 
dras Gunners of the battery out of eighteen. 

The total losses during the three days amounted 
to upwards of three hundred men. 
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The troops, constantly fighting by day, and 
kept in alarm by feigned attacks at night, were a 
good deal exhausted. During the night of the 28th 
the enemy took complete possession of the town. 

General Windham had already sent to inform 
the Commander-in-chief of the serious nature of 
the attack upon him, and on the evening of the 
28th, the chief part of the force, from Lucknow, 
encamped on the other side of the Ganges. The 
independent command of General Windham then, 
of course, ceased. On the morning of the 29th the 
enemy, who, in spite of the presence of the force 
from Lucknow, still seemed to have entertained 
hopes of being able at all events to break the 
bridge across the Ganges, established heavy guns 
on the banks of the river, on the north side of the 
intrenchment, and struck the boats forming it 
three times with their shot. They were, however, 
held in check, and finally driven away, by a cross 
fire from guns of the Commander-in-chief’s force, 
on the left bank, and from those in the Fort. The 
enemy also, under cover of the city, occasionally 
brought guns to bear upon the intrenchment, and 
the Hospital was struck repeatedly. During the 
29th and 30th the whole force from Lucknow 
crossed over the bridge, and encamped near the 
“ Old Dragoon lines.’’ 

The subsequent events are related in the de- 
spatches of the Commander-in-chief, dated 2nd 
and 10th of December, respectively. On the 6th 
of December an easy victory was obtained over 

D 


Not 29. 


Nov. 30. 


Dec. 6. 
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the Gwalior Contingent. With a British force 
consisting of several thousand infantry, with about 
30 horsed field guns, and a fair proportion of 
cavalry, such a result was to be expected. The 
enemy on that occasion fled, and were pursued to 
the 15th mile-stone on the Calpee road, leaving 
their camp, 17 guns, and a large amount of ammu- 
Dec. s. nition in our hands. On the 8th of December, 15 
more guns were captured by a force under Briga- 
dier Hope Grant, without loss on our side, 
conclusion. The object with which this account has been 
drawn up, is to relate plainly the anxieties and 
responsibilities of General Windham’s position ; 
to explain also the reasons of his attacking the 
enemy in the open field on the first day ; of his de- 
fence of the city on the second ; and of his arrange- 
ments for protecting the intrenchment and bridge 
on the third. 

If this account should tend to remove certain 
erroneous impressions which appear to have been 
formed on the subject, probably from a want of 
knowledge of details, the object in view will have 
been fully accomplished. 


Betum of ordnance captured from the Ghvalior Contingent. 

1857, 26th Nov. . . By General Windham’s force . . 3 

— 28th Nov. . . Do. Do. . . 2 

' — 6th Dec. . . By the Commander-in-chief’s force 17 

— 8th Dec. . . By Brigadier Grant’s force . . 15 


Total 37 
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OFFICIAL DESPATCHES. 

I. 

FROM MAJOR GENERAL C. A. "WINDHAM, C. B. TO 
HIS EXCELLENCY, GENERAL SIR COLIN CAMPBELL, G. C. B., 
&c. &c. &n , COMMANDER-IN-C H IEF. 

Oawnpore, 30 th November, 1857. 

Sir, 

In giving an account of the proceedings of the force 
under my command before Cawnpore during the opera- 
tions of the 26th, 27th, 28th, and 29th instant, I trust 
your Excellency will excuse the hasty manner in which it 
is necessarily drawn up, owing to the constant demands 
upon me at the present moment. 

Having received, through Captain H. Bruce, of the 5th 
Punjaub Cavalry, information of the movements of the 
Gwalior Contingent, but having received none whatever 
from your Excellency for several days from Lucknow, in 
answer to my letters to the chief of the staff, I was obliged 
to act for myself. 

I therefore resolved to encamp my force on the canal, 
ready to strike at any portion of the advancing enemy that 
came within my reach, keeping at the same time my com- 
munications safe with Cawnpore. 
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Finding that the Contingent were determined to ad- 
vance, I resolved to meet their first division on the Pan- 
doo Nuddy. My force consisted of about 1200 bayonets, 
and eight guns, and 100 mounted Sowars. Having sent 
my camp equipage and baggage to the rear, I advanced to 
the attack in the following order : — 

Four companies of the Rifle Brigade, under Colonel R. 
Walpole, followed by four companies of the 88th Con- 
naught Rangers, under Lieutenant Colonel E. H. Max- 
well, and four light six-pounder Madras guns, under 
Lieutenant Chamierj the whole under the command of 
Brigadier Carthew, of the Madras Native Infantry. 

Following this force was the 34th Regiment, under 
Lieutenant Colonel R. Kelly, with four nine-pounder 
guns ; the 82nd Regiment in reserve, with spare ammu- 
nition, &c. 

I had given directions, in the event of the enemy being 
found directly in our front, and if the ground permitted, 
that Brigadier Carthew should occupy the ground to the 
left of the road, and that Lieutenant Colonel Kelly, with 
the 34th divided into wings, and supported by his artillery, 
should take the right. It so happened, however, that this 
order, on our coming into action, became exactly inverted' 
by ,my directions in consequence of a sudden turn of the 
road. No confusion, however, was caused. The advance 
was made with a complete line of Skirmishers along the 
whole front, with supports on either side and a reserve in 
the centre. 

The enemy, strongly posted on the other side of the dry 
bed of the Pandoo Nuddy, opened a heavy fire of artillery 
from siege and field guns ; but such was the eagerness and 
courage of the troops, and so well were they led by their 
officers, that we carried the position with a rush, the men 
cheering as they went ; and the village, more than half a 
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mile in its rear, was rapidly cleared. The mutineers 
hastily took to flight, leaving in our possession two eight- 
inch iron Howitzers and one six-pounder gun. 

In this fight my loss was not severe ; but I regret very 
much that a very promising young officer. Captain H. H. 
Day, 88th Regiment, was killed. 

Observing from a height on the other side of the village, 
that the enemy's main body was at hand, and that the one 
just defeated was their leading division, I at once decided 
on retiring to protect Cawnpore, my intrenchments, and 
the bridge over the Ganges. Wo accordingly fell back, 
followed, however, by the enemy up to the bridge over 
the canal. 

On the morning of the 27th, the enemy commenced 
their attack, with an overwhelming force of heavy artillery. 
My position was in front of the city. I was threatened on 
all sides, and very seriously attacked on my front and 
right flank. The heavy fighting in front, at the point of 
junction of the Calpce and Delhi roads, fell more especial- 
ly upon the Rifle Brigade, ably commanded by Colonel 
Walpole, who was supported by the 88th Regiment and 
four guns (two ninc-poundcrs, two 24-pounder Howitzers), 
under Captain D. S. Greene, Royal Artillery, and two 
24-pounder guns, manned by seamen of the Shannon, 
under Lieutenant Hay, R. N., who was twice wounded. 
Lieutenant Colonel John Adye, Royal Artillery, also 
afforded me marked assistance with these guns. 

In spite of the heavy bombardment of the enemy, my 
troops resisted the attack for five hours, and still held the 
ground, until, on my proceeding personally to make sure 
of the safety of the Fort, I found, from the number of men 
bayonetted by the 88th Regiment, that the mutineers had 
fully penetrated the town ; and having been told that they 
were then attacking the Fort, I directed Major-General 
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Dupuis, R. A. (who as my second-in-command I had left 
with the main body), to fall back the whole force into the 
Fort, with all our stores and guns, shortly before dark. 

Owing to the flight of the camp-followers at the com- 
mencement of the action, notwithstanding the long time 
we held the ground, I regret to state, that in making this 
retrograde movement, I was unable to carry off all my camp 
equipage and some of the baggage. Had not an error 
occurred in the conveyance of an order issued by me, I am 
of opinion that I could have held my ground at all'events 
until dark. 

I must not omit, in this stage of the proceedings, to re- 
port that the flank attack was well met, and resisted, for a 
considerable time, by the 34th Regiment under Lieutenant 
Colonel Kelly, and the Madras Battery under Lieutenant 
Chamier, together with that part of the 82nd Regiment 
which was detached in this direction under Lieutenant 
Colonel D. Watson. 

In retiring within the intrenchments, I followed the 
general instructions issued to me by your Excellency, con- 
veyed through the chief of the staff, namely, to preserve 
the safety of the bridge over the Ganges, and my commu- 
nications with your force, so severely engaged in the im- 
portant operation of the relief of Lucknow, as far as 
possible. I strictly adhered to the defensive. 

After falling back to the Fort, I assembled the superior 
officers on the evening of the 27th, and proposed a night 
attack, should I be able to receive reliable information as 
to where the enemy had assembled his artillery. 

As, however, I co.uld obtain none (or, at all events, none 
that was satisfactory), I decided — 

Firstly . — That on the following day Colonel Walpole, 
Rifle Brigade, should have the defence of the advanced 
portion of the town on the left side of the Canal, standing 
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with your back to tbe Ganges. The details of the force 
upon this point were as follows : — 

Five companies Rifle Brigade, under Lieutenant Colonel 
C. Woodford. 

Two companies of the 82nd Regiment, under Lieutenant ‘ 
Colonel Watson. 

„ t Two nine-pounders \ Under Captain 

® S i Two 24-pr Howitzers 1 Greene, R. A. 

(Two of these guns were manned by Madras Gunners, 
and two by Seikhs.) 

Secondly . — That Brigadier N. Wilson, with the 64th 
Regiment, was to hold the Fort and establish a stroDg 
picket at the Baptist Chapel on the extreme right. 

Thirdly . — That Brigadier Carthew, with the 34th Regi- 
ment under Lieutenant Colonel Kelly, and four Madras 
guns, should hold the Bithoor road in advance of the 
Baptist Chapel, receiving support from the picket there if 
wanted. 

Fourthly. — That, with the 88th Regiment under Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Maxwell, I should defend the portion of 
the town nearest the Ganges, on the left of the Canal, and 
support Colonel Walpole if required. 

The fighting on the 28th was very severe. On the left 
advance. Colonel Walpole, with the Rifles, supported by 
Captain Greene’s Battery, and part of the 82nd Regiment, 
achieved a complete victory over the enemy, and captured 
two 18-pounder guns. 

The glory of this well-contested fight belongs entirely 
to the above-named companies and artillery. 

It was owing to the gallantry of the men and officers 
under the able leading of Colonel Walpole, and of my 
lamented relation, Lieutenant Colonel Woodford, of the 
Rifle Brigade (who, I deeply regret to say, was killed), 
and of Lieutenant Colonel Watson, 82nd, and of Captain 
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Greene, E. A., that this hard-contested fight was won and 
brought to so profitable an end. I had nothing to do with 
it beyond sending them supports, and at the end of bring- 
ing some up myself. 

I repeat that the credit is entirely due to the above- 
mentioned officers and men. 

Brigadier Wilson thought proper, prompted by zeal for 
the service, to lead his regiment against four guns placed 
in front of Brigadier Carthew. In this daring exploit, I 
regret to say, he lost his life, together with several valu- 
able and able officers. Major T. Stirling, 64th Eegiment, 
was killed in spiking one of the guns, as was also that fine 
gallant young man, Captain R. C. M’Crca, 64th Regiment, 
who acted as Deputy Assistant Quarter Master General to 
the force here. Captain W. Morphey, 64th Regiment (the 
Brigade Major), also fell at the same time. Our numbers 
were not sufficient to enable us to carry off the guns. 

Captain A. P. Bowlby, now the senior officer of the 64th 
Regiment, distinguished himself, as did also Captain H. F. 
Saunders, of the 70th Regiment, who was attached to the 
64th, and is senior to Captain Bowlby, whose conduct he 
describes as most devoted and gallant ; as was also that of 
the men of the regiment. 

Brigadier Carthew, of the Madras Native Infantry, had 
a most severe and strong contest with the enemy from 
morning till night ; but I regret to add, that he felt him- 
self obliged to retire at dark. 

During the night of the 28th instant, the enemy occu- 
pied the town, and on the morning of the 29th commenced 
bombarding my intrenchments with a few guns, and struck 
the bridge of boats several times. 

The guns mounted in the Port were superior in number 
to those of the enemy, and were well-manned, throughout 
the day, by the officers, non-commissioncd officers, and 
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men of the Royal Artillery, seamen of the Shannon , Madras 
and Bengal Gunners, and Seikhs. 

The chief out-work was occupied by the Rifle Brigade, 
and in the course of the afternoon, by your Excellency’s 
instructions, they were advanced, and gallantly drove the 
mutineers out of that portion of the city nearest to our 
works, under the command of Lieutenant Colonel Eyers, 
who was supported by Colonel Walpole. 

Throughout the short period I have had the temporary 
command of this division, I have received, both in the 
field and elsewhere, the most important assistance from 
Captain H. Bruce, 5th Punjaub Cavalry. Without him I 
should have been at a great loss for reliable information, 
and although I am aware that your Excellency is not 
ignorant of his abilities, courage, and assiduity, I think 
it my duty to make this mention of his service to the 
country. 

Pressed as I am by the operations now going forward, I 
am not able to specify the services of every individual who 
has assisted me, where all have behaved so well. I have 
no staff of my own, except Captain Roger Swire, of the 
17th Foot, my aidc-de-camp, who has behaved with his 
usual zeal and courage. 

I therefore hope I may be allowed to thank, through 
your Excellency, the under-mentioned officers for the 
great services they have voluntarily rendered me during 
this trying time : — 


Major General J. E. Dupuis, C. B., com--| 
manding Royal Artillery in India. 

Lieutenant Colonel John Adye, C. B., As- 
sistant Adjutant General, Royal Artillery. ^ Specially. 

Lieutenant Colonel H. D. Harness, com 
manding Royal Engineers. 

Major Norman M’Lcod, Bengal Engineers. J 
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Lieutenant Colonel John Simpson, 34th Regiment. 

Senior Surgeon, R. C. Elliot, C. B., Royal Artillery. 

Captain John Gordon, 82nd Regiment. 

Captain Sarsfield Greene, Royal Artillery. 

Captain Smyth, Bengal Artillery. 

There are several other officers in addition, who I 
fortunately found detained here m route to join your 
Excellency’s force, and I beg to submit their names also, 
viz.: — 

Captain R. G. Brackenbury, 61st Regiment. 

Lieutenant Arthur Henley, 52nd Light Infantry. 

Lieutenant Valentine Ryan, 64th Regiment. 

Captain Ellis Cunliffe, 1st Bengal Fusiliers. 

Lieutenant E. H. Bugden, 82nd Regiment (to whom I 
gave the command of the 100 mounted Sowars). 

Captain C. E. Mansfield, 33rd Regiment. 

Lieutenant P. Scratchlcy, Royal Engineers. 

Lieutenant W. C. Milne, 74th Bengal Native Infantry. 

I beg to inform your Excellency that I have called for 
nominal returns of the killed and wounded, and I have 
also directed all officers commanding corps, regiments, and 
batteries, &c., to forward to me the names of any officers, 
non-commissioned officers, or soldiers, who may have espe- 
cially distinguished themselves by gallantry in the field, 
which shall be forwarded to your Excellency without 
delay. 

In conclusion, I hope I may be permitted to express my 
sincere thanks to all the regimental officers, non-commis- 
sioned officers, and men, for the zeal, gallantry, and courage 
with which they have carried out my orders during the 
four days of harassing actions, which have successively 
taken place in the defence of this important strategic centre 
of present operations. 

I beg to forward the enclosed Despatch, which T have 
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received from Major General Dupuis ; and I have called 
upon the various officers commanding corps, &c., to for- 
ward me the names of any officers they may wish to 
recommend, which I will send to your Excellency as soon 
as I receive them. 

I have, &c., 

C. A. W indham, Major General. 


II. 

FROM HIS EXCELLENCY. GEN. SIR COLIN CAMPBELL, G. C. B., 
TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE VISCOUNT CANNING, 
GOVERNOR GENERAL, CALCUTTA. 

Head Quarters , Camp, Caumpore, 2nd December, 1867 . 

My Lord, 

In accordance with the instructions of your Lord- 
ship, arrangements were finally made with Sir James 
Outram, that his division, made up to four thousand (4000) 
strong of all arms, should remain in position before 
Lucknow. 

This position includes the post of Alumbagh, his stand- 
ing camp, of which the front iB fifteen hundred (1500) 
yards in rear of that post, and the bridge of Bunnee, 
which is held by four hundred (400) Madras Sepoys and 
two (2) guns. 

On the 27th I marched with Brigadier General Grant’s 
division, all the ladies and families who had been rescued 
from Lucknow, and the wounded of both forces, making 
in all about two thousand ( 2000 ) people, whom it was 
necessary to carry, and encamped the evening of that day 
a little beyond Bunnee bridge. 
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The long train did not reach completely and file into 
camp until after midnight. 

When we arrived at Bunnee, we were surprised to hear 
very heavy firing in the direction of Cawnpore. No news 
had reached me from that place for several days ; hut it 
appeared necessary, whatever the inconvenience, to press 
forward as quickly as possible. 

The march accordingly recommenced at nine a. m. the 
next morning, and shortly afterwards I received two or 
three notes in succession, — -first, announcing that Cawn- 
pore had been attacked ; secondly , that General Windham 
was hard pressed ; and thirdly, that he had been obliged 
to fall back from outside the city into his intrenchment. 

The force was accordingly pressed forward, convoy and 
all, and was encamped within three miles of the Ganges, 
about three hours after dark, the rear-guard coming in 
with the end of the train some twenty-four hours after- 
wards. 

I preceded the column of march by two or three hours, 
and reached the intrenchment at dusk, where I learnt the 
true state of affairs. 

The retreat of the previous day had been effected with 
the loss of a certain amount of camp equipage, and 
shortly after my arrival, it was reported to me that 
Brigadier Carthew had retreated from a very important 
outpost. 

All this appeared disastrous enough, and the next day 
the city was found to be in possession of the enemy at all 
points. 

It had now become necessary to proceed with the ut- 
most caution to secure the bridge. 

All the heavy guns attached to General Grant’s division, 
under Captain Peel, R. N., and Captain Travers, R. A., 
were placed in position on the left bank of the Ganges, 
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and directed to open fire and keep down the fire of the 
enemy on the bridge. 

This was done very effectually, while Brigadier Hope’s 
Brigade, with some field artillery and cavalry, was ordered 
to cross the bridge, and take position near the Old Dragoon 
Lines. 

A cross fire was at the same time kept up from the 
intrcnchment, to cover the march of the troops. 

When darkness began to draw on the Artillery Parks, 
the wounded and the families were ordered to file over 
the bridge ; and it was not till six o’clock, p. m., the day 
of the 30th, that the last cart had cleared the bridge. 

The passage of the force, with its encumbrances, over 
the Ganges, had occupied thirty hours. 

The camp now stretches from the dragoon lines in a 
half circle round the position occupied by the late General 
Sir Hugh Wheeler, the foot artillery lines being occupied 
by the wounded and the families. 

A desultory fire has been kept up by the enemy on the 
intrenchment and the front of the camp since this posi- 
tion was taken up, and I am obliged to submit to the 
hostile occupation of Cawnpore, until the actual despatch 
of all my encumbrances towards Allahabad has been ef- 
fected. 

However disagreeable this may be, and although it may 
tend to give confidence to the enemy, it is precisely one 
of those cases in which no risk must be run. 

I trust, when the time has arrived for me to act with 
due regard to these considerations, to see the speedy 
evacuation of his present position by the enemy. 

In the mean time, the position taken up by Brigadier 
General Grant’s division, under my immediate orders, has 
restored the communications with Futtehpore and Allaha- 
bad, as had been anticipated. The detachments moving 
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along the road from these two places, have been ordered 
to continue their march accordingly. 

Major General Windham’s Despatch, relating to the oper- 
ations conducted under his command, is enclosed. 

In forwarding that document, I have only to remark 
that the complaint made by him in the second paragraph, 
of not receiving instructions from me, is explained by the 
fact of the letters he sent announcing the approach of the 
Gwalior force not having come to hand. 

The first notice I had of his embarrassment was the 
distant sound of cannonade, as above described. 

All the previous reports had declared that there was 
but little chance of the Gwalior Contingent approaching 
Cawnpore. 

I have, &c., 

C. Campbell, General. 

Commander-in-chief. 

P. S . — Annexed is a return of casualties from the 29th 
ultimo to this date. 
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HI. 

FROM GENERAL SIR COLIN CAMPBELL, G.C.B., TO THE RIGHT 

HONOURABLE VISCOUNT CANNING, GOVERNOR GENERAL, 
CALCUTTA. 

Head Quarters, Oamp, Gawnpore, the lOtli December, 1867. 

My Lord, 

I have the honour to report to your Lordship, 
that late on the night of the 3rd instant, the convoy, 
which had given me so much anxiety, including the fami- 
lies and half of the wounded, was finally despatched, and 
on the 4th and 5th the last arrangements were made 
for consigning the remainder of the wounded in places of 
safety, while a portion of the troops was withdrawn from 
the intrenchments to join the camp. 

On the afternoon of the 5th, about three F. M., the enemy 
attacked our left pickets with artillery, and showed in- 
fantry round our left flank. 

A desultory fire was also begun on our pickets in the 
General Gung, which is an old bazaar of very considerable 
extent along the canal, in front of the line occupied by 
the camp. 

These advanced positions had been held, since our arri- 
val, by Brigadier Greathed’s Brigade with great firmness, 
the Brigadier having displayed his usual judgment in 
their arrangement and support. On two or three occasions 
he had been supported by Captain Peel’s heavy gung and 
Captain Bourchier’s field battery, when the artillery of the 
enemy had annoyed him and the general front of the 
camp. 
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After two hours of cannonading, the enemy retired on 
the afternoon in question. 

Arrangements were then made for a general attack on 
him the next day. 

His left occupied the old Cantonment, from which Ge- 
neral Windham’s post had been principally assailed. His 
centre was in the city of Cawnporc, and lined the houses 
and bazaars overhanging the canal, which separated it 
from Brigadier Greathed’s position, the principal streets 
having been afterwards discovered to be barricaded. 

His right stretched some way beyond the angle formed 
by the Grand Trunk road and the canal, two miles in rear 
of which the camp of the Gwalior Contingent was pitched, 
and so covered the Calpee road. This was the line of re- 
treat of that body. 

In short, the canal, along which were placed his cen- 
tre and right, was the main feature of his position, and 
could only be passed in the latter direction by two 
bridges. 

It appeared to me, if his right were vigorously attacked, 
that it would be driven from its position without assistance 
coming from other parts of his line, the wall of the town 
which gave cover to our attacking columns on our right 
being an effective obstacle to the movement of any portion 
of his troops from his left to right. 

Thus the possibility became apparent of attacking his 
division in detail. 

From intelligence received before and after the action, 
there seems to be little doubt that in consequence of the 
arrival of four regiments from Oude, and the gathering of 
various mutinous corps which had suffered in previous 
actions, as well as the assemblage of all the Nana ’9 fol- 
lowers, the strength of the enemy now amounted to about 
25,000 men, with all the guns belonging to the Contingent, 
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some thirty-six (36J in number, together with a few guns 
belonging to the Nana. 

Orders were given to General Windham, on the morn- 
ing of the 6th, to open a heavy bombardment at nine A. M., 
from the intrenchment in the old cantonment, and so 
induce the belief in the enemy that the attack was coming 
from the General’s position. 

The camp was struck early, and all the baggage driven 
to the river side under a guard, to avoid the slightest 
risk of accident. 


Brigadier Greathed, reinforced by the 64th Regiment, 


Brigadier Greaihcd’a Brigade. 

II. JI.’s 8th Foot. 

II. H.’s 61 tli Foot. 

2nd l’unjaub Infantry. 

Artillery Brigade. 

Two Troops Ilorse Artillery. 

Three Light Field Batteries, 
trims of the Naval Brigade. 

Heavy Field Bnttevv Ho) nl Artillery. 

Caralry Brigade. 

II. JI.'s 9th Lancers. 

Detachments 1st, 2nd, and 5th Punjaub Ca- 
Talry, and Hudson's Horse. 

4f/t Infantry Brigade. 

II. jr.’s JUrtl Regiment. 

II. Jr.'s 42nd anil 93ril Highlanders. 

4th Punjaub Rifles. 

oth Infantry Brigade. 

II. JI.’s 23rd Fusiliers. 

II. Jl.'s 32nd Regiment. 

II. jr.'s 82nd Regiment. 

6th Infantry Brigade. 

2nd and 3rd Battalion Rifle Brigade. 
Detachment H. Jl.’s 38tli Foot. 


was desired to hold the 
same ground opposite 
the centre of the enemy, 
which he had been oc- 
cupying for some days 
past, as above-mention- 
ed, and at 11 a. M. the 
rest of the force, as per 
margin, was drawn up 
in contiguous columns 
in rear of some old 
cavalry lines, and effect- 
tually masked from the 
observation of the 
enemy. 

The cannonade from 
the intrenchment hav- 


Engineer Brigade. 


Royal Engineers and Detachments Bengal 
and Punjaub. 

Sappers and Miners attached to the various 
Brigades of Infantry. 


ing become slack at 
this time, the moment 
had arrived for the at- 
tack to commence. 


The cavalry and horse artillery, having been sent to 
make a detour on the left, and cross the canal by a bridge 
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a mile and a half further up, and threaten the enemy’s 
rear. 

The infantry deployed in parallel lines fronting the 
canal. 

Brigadier Hope’s brigade was in advance in one line. 
Brigadier Inglis’ brigade being in rear of Brigadier Hope. 

At the same time Brigadier Walpole, assisted by Cap- 
tain Smith’s field battery, Royal Artillery, was directed 
to pass the bridge immediately to the left of Brigadier 
Greathed’s position, and to drive the enemy from the 
brick-kilns, keeping the wall of the city for his guide. 

The whole attack then proceeded, the enemy quickly 
responding from his proper right to the fire of our heavy 
and field artillery. 

Good use was made of these guns by Captain Peel, 
C. B., R. N., and the artillery officers under Major 
General Dupuis, C. B., R. A., Brigadier Crawford, R. A., 
and Major Turner, B. A. 

The Seikhs of the 4th Punjaub Infantry, thrown into 
skirmishing order, supported by H. M.’s 53rd Foot, at- 
tacked the enemy in some old mounds and brick-kilns to 
our left with great vigour. 

The advance then continued with rapidity along the 
whole line, and I had the satisfaction of observing in the 
distance that Brigadier Walpole was making equal pro- 
gress on the right. 

The canal bridge was quickly passed, Captain Peel 
leading over it with a heavy gun, accompanied by a sol- 
dier of H. M.’s 53rd, named Hannaford. 

The troops which had gathered together, resuming their 
line of formation with great rapidity on either side as soon 
as it was crossed, and continuing to drive the enemy at all 
points, his camp being reached and taken at one P. M., and 
his rout being complete along the Calpee road. 
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I must here draw attention to the manner in which the 
heavy 24-pounder guns were impelled and managed by 
Captain Peel and his gallant sailors. 

Through the extraordinary energy and good-will with 
which the latter have worked, their guns have been con- 
stantly in advance throughout our late operations, from 
the relief of Lucknow till now, as if they were light field 
pieces, and the service rendered by them in clearing our 
front has been incalculable. On this occasion there was 
the sight beheld of 24-pounder guns advancing with the 
first line of skirmishers. 

Without losing any time, the pursuit with cavalry, in- 
fantry, and light artillery has pressed with the greatest 
eagerness to the fourteenth milestone on the Calpee road, 
and I have reason to believe that every gun and cart of 
ammunition, which had been in that part of the enemy’s 
position which had been attacked, now fell into our pos- 
session. 

I had the satisfaction of accompanying the troops en- 
gaged in the pursuit, and of being able to bear witness to 
their strenuous endeavours to make the most of the suc- 
cess which had been achieved. 

When I passed the camp and went forward on the 
Calpee road, Major-General Mansfield was desired by me 
to make arrangements for the attack of the position called 
the Subadar’s Tank, which extended round the left rear of 
the enemy’s position in the old Cantonments. As this 
operation was a separate one, I beg to enclose, for your 
Lordship’s consideration, the Major-General’s own Nar- 
rative. 

The troops having returned from the pursuit at mid- 
night on the 6th, and their baggage having reached them 
on the afternoon of the next day, Brigadier General 
Grant was detached in pursuit on the 8th with the cavahv, 
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some light artillery, and a brigade of infantry, with orders 
to destroy public buildings belonging to the Nana Sahib 
at Bithoor, and to press on to Serai GhSt, twenty-five 
miles from hence, if he had good tidings of the retreating 
enemy. This duty was admirably performed by the Bri- 
gadier General, and he caught the enemy when he was 
about to cross the river with his remaining guns. 

The Brigadier General attacked him with great vigour, 
and by the excellent disposition he made of his force, suc- 
ceeded in taking every gun the enemy possessed, without 
losing a single man. I have the pleasure to enclose the 
Brigadier General’s report for your Lordship’s perusal. 

It now remains for me to bring to your Lordship’s no- 
tice the officers who have distinguished themselves during 
the series of operations which have occurred under my 
own eyes, since this field force left the neighbourhood of 
Lucknow. 

I have a particular pleasure in again bringing to your 
Lordship’s notice the zeal and great ability with which 
Major General W. ft. Mansfield, chief of the staff, has 
conducted the very important duties of his high position, 
and of my obligations to him for the most valuable assist- 
ance he has afforded me during the whole of the recent 
operations. I desire also to call your Lordship’s attention 
to the able and distinguished manner in which he con- 
ducted the troops placed under his orders, after the 
enemy’s centre had been divided, to the attack of their 
strong position at the Subadar’s Tank, and to recommend 
to your Lordship’s favourable consideration the names of 
the officers who assisted him. 

I have to thank Brigadier General Hope Grant, C. B., 
very particularly for the admirable manner in which he 
has conducted the duties of the force, and more particularly 
for his exertions on the 6th December, and the capital 
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operations he performed on the 8th and 9th. The Briga- 
dier General speaks in the highest terms of his divisional 
and personal staff, viz., Captain W. Hamilton, Deputy 
Assistant Adjutant General; Lieutenant F. S. Roberts, 
Deputy Assistant Quarter Master General; Captain the 
Honourable A. H. Anson, Aide-de-camp; Lieutenant C. 
W. Havelock, extra Aide-de-camp ; and Captain H. M. 
Wilson, Deputy Judge Advocate General. 

I have the greatest satisfaction in bringing to your Lord- 
ship’s notice, Brigadiers Greathed, the Honourable A. Hope, 
Walpole, and Inglis. These officers have all exerted 
themselves to the utmost, and have fully justified my ex- 
pectations. They desire to record their obligations to the 
officers commanding corps in their respective brigades and 
to their brigade staff, as follows : — 

Captain Hinde, Her Majesty’s 8th Regiment; Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Wells, Her Majesty’s 23rd Fusiliers ; Major 
Lowe, commanding Her Majesty’s 32nd Regiment; Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Kelly, Her Majesty’s 38th Regiment ; Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Thorold, Her Majesty’s 42nd Highlanders ; 
Colonel Faber, Her Majesty’s 53rd Regiment ; Major 
Bingham, Her Majesty’s 64th Regiment; Lieutenant Co- 
lonel Hale, Her Majesty’s 82nd Regiment; Lieutenant 
Colonel Leith Hay, Her Majesty’s 93rd Highlanders ; Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Horsford, 3rd Battalion Rifle Brigade; Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Fyers, 2nd Battalion Rifle Brigade ; Cap- 
tain Green, commanding 2nd Punjaub Infantry; Lieutenant 
W. C. L. Ryves, commanding 4th Punjaub Rifles ; Captain 
J. M. Bannatyne, Brigade Major, 3rd Brigade ; Captain 
J. H. Cox, Brigade Major, 4th Brigade; Captain Light- 
foot, Brigade Major, 5th Brigade ; Lieutenant C. A. Bar- 
well, Brigade Major, 6th Brigade. 

Owing to his knowledge of the ground I requested 
Major General Windham to remain in command of the 
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intrenchment, the fire of which was a very important 
feature in the operations of the 6th December, although I 
felt and explained to General Windham that it was a 
command hardly worthy of an officer of his rank. He 
gave me every satisfaction, and I have to thank him ac- 
cordingly. 

I must particularly notice the exertions of Captain H. 
W. Norman, Assistant Adjutant General of the Army ; of 
Captain Herbert Bruce, Deputy Quarter Master General; 
and of Captain J. H. Smyth, Bengal Artillery, the latter 
of whom had been requested by me to take command of 
the artillery in the intrenchment as a special duty. 

Captain Smyth has rendered other great and valuable 
services since he left Calcutta, of which I have not had an 
opportunity before of recording my approval. 

I desire also to bring to your Lordship’s favourable 
notice, the officers on the general staff or belonging to the 
personal staff of myself or Major General Mansfield, viz. 
Captain H. R. Garden, Assistant Quarter Master General ; 
Lieutenant G. Allgood, and Captain T. A. Cardy, Deputy 
Assistants Quarter Master General; Captain G. C. Hatch, 
Deputy Judge Advocate General of the army; Captain 
Sir David Baird, Bart., my first Aide-de-camp ; Captain 
J . Metcalfe, Interpreter ; Lieutenant W. 0. Lennox, Royal 
Engineers ; Captain W. Rudham, Acting Assistant and 
Adjutant General, Her Majesty’s forces ; Lieutenant Hope 
Johnstone, Deputy Assistant Adjutant General to the chief 
of the staff; Lieutenant F. M. Alison, and Captain Forster, 
my Aides-de-camp; and Captain Mansfield and Lieutenant 
D. M. Murray, Aide-de-camp, and extra Aide-de-camp to 
the chief of the staff. 

To the crew of H. M. S. Shannon, and to the Royal and 
Bengal Artillery, my thanks are alike due ; but more par- 
ticularly to Captain Peel, C. B., Royal Navy ; to Brigadier 
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Crawford, Royal Artillery ; and to Major Turner, Bengal 
Horse Artillery. I cannot refrain from again drawing 
your Lordship’s most marked attention to the very dis- 
tinguished merits of the last-named (Major Turner). 

As is always the case in the three services, the batteries 
and troops were manoeuvred with remarkable dexterity. 

Captain Peel has brought to my favourable notice Lieu- 
tenant Yaughan, Royal Navy, and I should much wish 
that this recommendation may be known at the Admiralty ; 
and Brigadier Crawford has expressed his obligations to 
his Brigade Major, Captain H. L. G. Bruce, Bengal 
Artillery, and has mentioned with marked distinction all 
the officers holding commands, viz. Captain Travers, com- 
manding Royal Artillery ; Captains Remmington and 
Blunt, commanding' troops of Bengal Horse Artillery; 
Captains Middleton and Smith, Royal Artillery; and 
Captain Bourchier, Bengal Artillery, commanding light 
field batteries; Captain Longdcn, Royal Artillexy, com- 
manding a heavy battery ; and Lieutenant Bridge, com- 
manding two guns, Madras Horse Artillery. 

Major General Dupuis, C. B., Royal Artillery, com- 
manded the artillery during the action, in consequence of 
his accidental presence in camp, and I beg to thank him 
for his exertions as well as those of his staff, viz. Lieutenant 
Colonel Adye, C. B., R. A., Assistant Adjutant General, 
and Captain Greene, R. A., Aide-de-camp. 

Colonel Harness, Royal Engineers, was also present in 
the same manner, and accompanied me throughout the 
action. 

General Grant has also brought to my notice the dis- 
tinguished conduct of Brigadier Little, commanding the 
Cavalry, as also of officers commanding corps in that 
brigade and its staff officers, viz. : — 

Major Ouvry, 9th Lancers ; Lieutenant Watson, 1st 
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Punjaub Cavalry ; Lieutenant Probyn, 2nd Punjaub Ca- 
valry; Lieutenant Younghusband, 5th Punjaub Cavalry; 
Lieutenant H. Gough, Hodson’s Horse ; and Captain H. 
A. Sarel, Major of Brigade. 

During the pursuit of the 6th, and the operation of the 
9th, the cavalry maintained that high character for dash 
and perseverance which have distinguished them since 
they took the field in the numerous engagements of their 
long campaign. 

I desire also to mention Major Payne, of the 53rd 
Regiment, whom I saw performing very valuable service 
during the first advance on the 6th instant. 

I must not allow this opportunity to pass without bear- 
ing my testimony to the unwearied zeal and assiduity of 
the Superintending Surgeon, Doctor J. C. Brown, Bengal 
Artillery, which have never flagged for an instant, aud 
have been of the greatest use to the foz-ce in the field, 
from the time the troops first took the field before going 
to Delhi. 

I beg to recommend him most particularly to your 
Lordship’s favourable consideration. 

Annexed are returns of killed and wounded, and of 
captured ordnance, as well as a sketch of the ground. 

I have, &c., 

C. Campbell, General, 

Commander in-chief. 
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IV. 

The Right Honourable the Governor General in Council 
has received the accompanying despatch from his 
Excellency the Commander-in-chief, and hastens to. 
give publicity to it. 

It supplies an omission in a previous despatch from his 
Excellency, which was printed in the Gazette Extraor- 
dinary of the 24th instant. 

Major General Windham’s reputation as a leader of con- 
spicuous bravery aiid coolness, and the reputation of 
the gallant force which he commanded, will have lost 
nothing from an accidental omission, such as General 
Sir Colin Campbell has occasion to regret. 

But the Governor General in Council will not fail to bring 
to the notice of the government in England the opinion 
formed by his Excellency of the difficulties against which 
Major General Windham, with the officers and men 
under his orders, had to contend. 

TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE THE GOVERNOR GENERAL. 

Head Quarters, Camp, near Catcnpore, 
the 20 lli of December, 1857 . 

Mt Lord, 

I have the honour to bring to your Lordship’s no- 
tice an omission, which I have to regret, in my despatch 
of the 2nd December, and I beg to be allowed now to 
repair it. 

I desire to make my acknowledgment of the great diffi- 
culties in which Major General Windham, C. B., was 
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placed during the operations he describes in his despatch, 
and to recommend him and the officers, whom he notices as 
having rendered him assistance, to your Lordship’s pro- 
tection and good offices. 

I may mention, in conclusion, that Major General 
Windham is ignorant of the contents of my despatch of 
2nd December, and that I am prompted to take this step 
solely as a matter of justice to the Major General and the 
other officers concerned. 

I have the honour to be. 

My Lords, 

With the greatest respect. 

Your Lordship’s 
Most obedient humble servant, 

C. Campbell, Genehal, 
Commander-in-chief 




